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NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) on
Wednesday detended the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of the
electoral roll in poll-bound
Bihar, reiterating the exercise is
a constitutional responsibility to
ensure free and fair elections. In
a statement, it questioned
whether it should “pave the way”
for fake votes to be cast in the
name of deceased, migrated, or
duplicate voters.

The statement came as Oppo-
sition lawmakers protested in
Parliament House complex
against the revision, demanded

EC defends roll
revision drive

its roll back, and a discussion on
it in both Houses. They raised
slogans such as “save democ-
racy and carried a banner, call-
ing the exercise an attack on
democracy as they protested for
a third day, alleging the revision
was aimed at disenfranchising
voters ahead of the Bihar elec-
tions.

The ECI called the Constitu-
tion the mother of Indian
democracy and asked fearing
these things, should it, getting
misled by some people, “pave the
way for some to cast fake votes
in the name of deceased voters,
voters who have migrated per-
manently, voters who have got
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